10

11

12

8. If you lis _ en carefully, you can hear the
rain.
10. | like to draw on the board with colored
cha _k.
11. How far up the tree can you clim _ ?
12.The young lam _ stayed close to the
rest of the sheep.

Down
1. We will go to the park in one _ our.
3.We need toturnri _ _tatthe corner.
6.1 want to ta _ k to you after school.
7.1am glad that | _ now you!
9. The sidewa _ k was covered with snow.
10. Cou _ d you come over to my house
today?
11. 1 will wash my brush and com _.

Answers to the Funny Riddles:
1.A bottle!
2.A towel!

3.Because the batteries died!
4.C!
5.Because he is still living!

References:

Quotable Quotes: hitp://wisdomquotes.com/silence-
quotes/

Caricature: www. cartoonstock.com

Teaching Tips: https://www.myenglishpages.com/blog/
how-to-deal-with-quiet-students/

Jokes: http://iteslj.org/c/jokes-short.html

Funny Riddles: https./icebreakerideas.com/riddles-for-
kids/

Crossword: https://www.google.com
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personal experience or an imaginary
situation. When they have finished the
teacher asks them to write a comment
about their drawing and share it.

JOKES

Bank Teller: How do you
like the money?

English Student: | like it
very much.

2

Little Johnny: Teacher, can | go to the
bathroom?

Teacher: Little Johnny, MAY | go to the
bathroom?
Little Johnny: But | asked first!

3

A: Why are you crying?

B: The elephant is dead.

A:Was he your pet?

B: No, but 'm the one who must dig his grave.

4

A: Just look at that young person with the
short hair and blue jeans. Is it a boy or a
girl?

B: It's a girl. She’s my daughter.

A: Oh, I'm sorry, sir. | didn’t know that you
were her father.

B: I'm not. I’'m her mother.

5

Two boys were arguing when the teacher
entered the room.
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The teacher says, “Why are you arguing?”

One boy answers, “We found a ten dollor
bill and decided to give it to whoever tells
the biggest lie.”

“You should be ashamed of yourselves,’
said the teacher, “When | was your age |

didn’t even know what a lie was.”

The boys gave the ten dollars to the
teacher!!

FUNNY RIDDLES

1.What has a neck but no head?

2.What gets wetter as it dries?

3.Why did the boy bury his flashlight?

4 Which letter of the alphabet has the
most water?

5.Why would a man living in New York
not be buried in Chicago?

CROSSWORDS: SILENCE
PLEASE!

Read each-clue. Write the missing-silent -
letter in the blank in each clue. Then write
the entire in the puzzle.

Across

1.l ate only one ha _f of my apple

2.l willinvite t _ o friends to my party

4. A stop si _nis red.

5.1like to _ rite letters to my uncle.
7.1cut my _ nee when fell on the ground




process learning, some may feel excluded.
The teacher’s mission is to try to engage
those students by giving them the
opportunity to do what fits their interests.

e Motivating the unmotivated

There are many ways to motivate the
unmotivated students. This may include
making them curious and challenge
them. Another way to engage them is by
devolving responsibility...

e Talk to the quiet student

You may want to have a talk with the
quiet students to get an idea of why he
prefers to keep silent.

e Supportive atmosphere

Teachers have to work hard to foster
a supportive atmosphere, and be non-
judgmental during error correction.
Reducing high affective filter may
encourage shy students to participate in
class activities.

e Engaging activities
Some communicative activities can be
helpful in making quiet students talk.

e Think-pair-share

This involves giving students thinking
time engaging them to think about a
topic of interest. When students become
confident that they have grasped what
the topic is all about and jotted down
enough ideas that will help them in the
discussion, they are willing to engage in
a peer-to-peer discussion. At this stage,
misunderstandings about the topic are
often revealed and resolved and the
student is ready to share his findings in a
whole class discussion.

e Talking chips

This activity works well when there are
multiple answers to a question and all
learners can then cooperate. It prevents
students dominating group discussions or
not participating in discussions. It involves
providing students with an equal number
of coins and then when they make a point
they put their coin in the middle of the
table. When they have no more coins they
may keep silent. The whole class may
engage in a general discussion later.

o Circle of voices:

Students work in groups and are given
time to think about a topic. Each is given
a limited time (e.g. three minutes) to have
their say. When every one has made a
point a general discussion is opened.

¢ Role play

In role-plays students are encouraged
to speak by putting themselves into
somebody else’s shoes, or by staying in
their own shoes but putting themselves
into an imaginary situation. This may open
the door for shy students to participate
as they will have to pretend that they
are acting a social role which creates
amusement and a lot of fun.

e Quick writing tasks

This may be extremely helpful to
students who prefer to be silent and
engage in writing rather than in speaking.
Teachers may design pre-task or post-task
writing activities either to prepare learners
for the following activities or to summarize
what has been learned.

e Draw-comment-share
Students may be allowed to draw a
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without the silences that surround them...”

Silence has meanings:
e Reflective students use silence to get
awareness and understanding of language
points.
e Silence can be communicative. It reveals
an attitude or a judgment. Through silence
we may agree or disagree; we may take a
stand; we may accept or refuse an idea...
e Silence represents respect, kindness,
and acceptance.
e Introverts are silent because that is how
they learn best. Learning may take place in
spite of absence of overt engagement.

Reasons for quietness

Many reasons for quietness can be
mentioned. The following factors may
overlap:

e Introversion

Introverts manifest a reserved and
solitary behavior. They take pleasure
in solitary activities such as reading,
writing, using computers, hiking and
fishing. Many students in your class
may have this personality trait. While
introverts are less outspoken/outgoing
and more reserved, it doesn’t mean that
the are not learning.

e Reflectiveness

Some students are a kind of reflect-
before-speak students. They may favor
to be silent till they grasp what is being
taught. They just need to receive thinking
time; otherwise, they don’t speak. They
prefer to sit and listen and get the work
done.
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e Talent

Some gifted students may get bored
and prefer to be silent rather than get
involved in something that is below their
level.

e Learning styles

Individuals differ in how they learn.
Each individual has his or her own
natural patterns of acquiring and
processing information in learning
situations. Some students may prefer to
work alone and use self-study guides.
They are inclined to learn efficiently by
being quiet and reflective.

e Shyness

Shy students may prefer to remain
in their comfort zone for fear of being
ridiculed by their peers.

e Personal problems
Quietness may be due to personal or
home issues

e Lack of motivation
Some students get bored because they
are not interested in what being taught.

What can teachers do for quiet
students?

In order to get quiet students involved,
the teacher may want to use the following
strategies:

e Variety is the spice of life

Because routine is boring, varying
teaching activities may be a good start.
Because learners differ in the way they



4
I’'ve begun to realize that you can listen
to silence and learn from it. It has a
quality and a dimension all its own.
Chaim Potok

NO COMMENT!

“Oh sure Your Honer, he

can speak. He’s using sign
language in order to exercise
his option to remain silent.”

5

Saying nothing sometimes says the
most.

Emily Dickinson

Share your ideas with us: azimi.hz@gmail.com

TEACHING TIPS:
How to deal with quiet students?

Quiet students

It is heartbreaking to see that some
language teachers favor confident,
outspoken students and see with a
critical eye students who prefer to sit back
and be quiet. These teachers think that
language learning requires some kind of
oral engagement on the part of students.
Otherwise, learning and communicative
competence cannot be measured. But is
quietness that evil?

Is students’ quietness an evil?

Scott Thornbury refers in his post Sis
for Silence to a book by Claire Kramsch
(2009: 209) where she states:

“We like lively classes, we want to see
the students participate, speak up, take
the floor, contribute actively to class
discussion. Communicative language
teaching puts a premium on talk and
thus often rewards students who “do”
conversation and self-expression rather
than those who reflect and understand
in silence. But words have no meaning
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PREFACE

Hi everone!

An interesting and at the same time
annoying aspect of the classroom is
silence! Some students are silent for
a majority of class time for a variety of
reasons. They might have the speech
anxiety, what is known as glossophobia,
they might not be interested in the subject
matter, or else. On the other hand, a certain
student might be silent for a reason other
than that mentioned above: he or she may
be considering the lesson taught, gathering
his/her strength and motivation, and trying
to use the best of the learned issue to
use a few moments later in a sentence
or in a classroom discussion! So, you
see!? Silence can be regarded as a two
edges of a sword. An insightful teacher,
therefore, seems to be the one who knows
the difference between these two poles,
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can understand when a student has fallen
into one of these two categories, and acts
accordingly! Let us know your examples for
each of these two cases mentioned. What
happened? How did you react?
(azimi.hz@gmail.com)

QUOTABLE QUOTES

]

Silence is a source of great strength.

Lao Tzu

2

Silence is the sleep that nourishes
wisdom.

Francis Bacon

3
| think 99 times and find nothing. | stop
thinking, swim in silence, and the truth
comes to me.

Albert Einstein



